Temporal bone pathology in hydrocephalus: changes in the inner ear due to increased intracranial pressure.
Changes in the inner ear due to increased intracranial pressure have not yet been clearly defined. We present a postmortem temporal bone study of child with hydrocephalus. The temporal bone was from a 2-year-old female with IVth ventricle ependymoblastoma. In the basal turn of the cochlea, degeneration of the organ of Corti and the nerve ganglion was observed. In the top and middle turn, structures were intact. The utricle and saccule were well preserved. We propose that changes in the inner ear due to increased intracranial pressure begin in the base of the cochlea, and extend to the apex in decreasing degree.